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EXTEND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION TRAIL

REMOVABLE BOLLARD  
TO REGULATE  

UNWANTED TRAFFIC

125TH COMMEMORATIVE FEATURE 
(Option #1)

RAISE CURRENT BENCHES 
& ADD ADDITIONAL SEATING

RAISE BRIDGE ABOVE FLOOD LEVEL

12+ YEARS  
PLAYGROUND

LAWN BOWLING

WADING 
POOL

UPGRADE ENTRYWAY 
• Asphalt paving 
• Decorative Lighting 
• Bike Racks 
• Additional Seating 
• St.John's Park Signage

TEMPORARY 
STAGE

ADDITIONAL BIKE RACKS

ADDITIONAL SEATING 
& BIKE RACKS

A

B

C

D

F

E

G

H

0-12 YEARS  
PLAYGROUND

NATURALIZE RIVERBANK 
• Maintain views to the river 
• River access for fishing 
• Clean up & plant native, edible species

I

I

OPTION #1

OPTION #2

125TH COMMEMORATIVE FEATURE 
(Option #2)

ACCCESSIBLE PARKING STALLS

GRANULAR PATHWAY UPGRADES

COMMUNITY GARDENS 
• Local group to steward 
• Independant of the  
   City of Winnipeg

2

3

4

5

7

6

LEGEND

Bus stops 
 
Park light poles 
 
Proposed decorative lighting 
 
Street light poles 
 
Benches 
 
Bike racks 
 
Exiting asphalt pathway 
 
Upgraded asphalt pathway 
 
Concrete sidewalk 
 
Annual flower beds 
 
Sod 
 
Parking restrictions (1-2 hour) 
 
Park roundary 
 
Remediate surface drainage 
 
Steep slopes 
 
Chainlink fence 
 
Potential Healing Forest locations 
 
Proposed trees 
 
Existing trees 
 
Informal areas for fishing 

LEGEND

 
     Gen. Sam Steel -  
     Legion monument 
 
     Edward Lancaster Drewry  
     monument 
 
     Lord Selkirk monument  
 
     Thomas Simpson monument 
 
     Red River Mission School  
     monument 
 
     Scotia - St.Cross Heritage Walk  
     interpretive signage 
 
     Ukrainian-Orthodox Holy Trinity 
 
     Consistory Of Ukrainian  
     Orthodox Church Of Canada 
 
     St.John's Anglican Church 

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

8

9

10

Redeveloped front entry & signage 
 
Skateboarding features & relocated 
basketball court 
 
New picnic shelter 
 
Nature playground for ages 12+ 
 
Active transportation pathway 
 
Riverbank access 
 
Service building upgrades & safety 
Measures 
 
Community garden plots 
 
Healing Forest 
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The intent of the Winnipeg Healing Forest is a to create
a memorial to Indigenous children lost to the residential
school system, murdered and missing Indigenous
women and girls, and Indigenous children lost in child
welfare systems. The Healing Forest is more than a
memorial, it will be a gathering place for families and
communities, and a place for healing. The Healing
Forest is a place for learning, where students will learn
our histories and connect them to the land. It is a place
for remembering the past and envisioning the future.



St. John’s Park, originally 

a treeless prairie, was 

purchased by the City 

of Winnipeg from the 

Anglican Church in 1893, 

and was one of the City of 

Winnipeg’s first four parks. 

Elms and cottonwoods 

were planted on the site 

shortly after its purchase. 

The riverbank was terraced 

and the addition of a 

riverbank walkway was 

added along with amenities 

in the park such as a 

bandstand and a wading 

pool. The development of flowerbeds and wandering pathways, as well as a lawn 

bowling green, were also prominent features of this park’s original design. Over 4,000 

trees were planted by 1895.

What is the St. John’s Park Redevelopment Master Plan?
To celebrate the 125th anniversary of St. John’s Park, the City is undertaking a 

redevelopment master plan to ensure the park continues to meet the needs of the 

community.

Approximately $340,000 is available through the City’s Parks and Recreation 

Enhancement Fund (PREP) for the redevelopment master plan and the first phase of park 

redevelopment. The redevelopment master plan will guide future park redevelopment 

decision-making in the coming years. 

St. John’s Park Redevelopment Master Plan
Welcome to the Open House for the

Project Timeline:

Welcome



40% of surveyed 

visitors arrive to park 

by foot
Add more 

lighting 

Lots of people picnic 

in the park.  Add more 

benches, picnic tables 

and shelters

Remove graffiti and 

help prevent vandalism 

to buildings and play 

structures

Provide access to better 

public washrooms - 

beyond pool hours

Park gardening staff 

work hard and do 

beautiful work - keep 

the crew! 

Improve safety in park 

by trimming up the 

bushes and trees

The park is a cultural 

reflection place

Recognize we are on 

Treaty land and we 

are all Treaty people

Riverbank pathway repairs 

and improvements are 

needed and a better 

connection to Redwood 

Bridge

Update the wading 

pool with some 

water play features 

Drainage needs 

improving in areas to 

prevent standing water 

in grass areas and 

basketball court

People cycle commute 

through the park as well 

as for fitness and leisure.

Add more ‘adventure’ 

and natural play 

activities. Kids play hard 

here

Keep the open 

green space, 

not too much 

development. 

There is some 

unfavourable behavior 

in park – needs more 

monitoring and ongoing 

maintenance for clean up 

and safety

“We stumbled on a 

community festival there 

last year.  It was great to 

see the whole community 

there.”

“I once came to the 

park and there was a 

drumming circle under 

the enclosure. So nice.“

“This park was my 

childhood park and I still 

walk it daily.”

what we heard*

*From the online feedback form that was posted to the City of Winnipeg’s website from May 18-30, 2017



• For any further questions or comments, please contact:

PPDUrbanDesign@winnipeg.ca 

204-986-3938

thank you

Thank you 
for your participation

• Please provide your feedback (today or online)

• Stay connected: 

winnipeg.ca/StJohnsPark
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• At time of purchase it was a tree-less prairie (over 4000 trees were
   planted by 1895)
• Six pointed star flower bed an early entry feature of the park
• "St.John's Park" was originally spelled out in flower beds 6' long at the
   park's entrance
• Bandstand, bowling green, wading pool added in ca. 1925
• Site of the first public school of the Red River settlement

FRONT ELEVATION
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125 Years of Winnipeg Parks 1893-2018
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Corten steel or anodized aluminum finish 
w/ light box cut outs, six-pointed star graphic

125 Years of Win125 Years of Winnipeg Parksnipeg Parks 1893-20181893-2018

This body of text will give a brief background of the
formation of the Winnipeg Parks Board, the ‘Parks 
Movement’ and how the need for clean, green open spaces 
was a driving force in the implementation of these original
4 parks.  Sample text includes:  In 1893 the Winnipeg 
Parks Board was formed.  As a result four parks were
purchased  - Fort Rouge Park, Central Park, St.John’s Park 
and Victoria Park.  They were all designed in a similar style
as part of the “Parks Movement”.  Deemed the “Lungs 
of the City” these parks were hygienic places to go, away 
from the dirty streets of the industrial age.  

The second paragraph could focus on these four parks
today.  Sample text includes:  Victoria Park does not exist
today however, Fort Rouge, Central and St.John’s Park 
all exist today and are enjoyed by residents and visitors 
of the neighbourhoods they reside in.  (148 word count, 
48pt. size text). 

ST. JOHN’S PARK est. 1893

Colour printed interpretive panels on custom high  
pressure laminate, inset wrap around on all sides

The entryway features were inspired by a Victorian garden obelisk,
popular in the era these three parks were designed. By using this
traditional garden feature in a contemporary way, the entryway
features embrace the history of these parks while acknowledging the
present day commemoration.

Constructed of corten steel and colour printed interpretive panels,
traditional materials are used in a contemporary way. The lightbox at
the top of the entryway feature has a stylized motif, unique to each
park. The motif for St.John's Park motif is a repeating pattern of the
six-pointed star that was part of the park's original design and is still
present today.
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125 Years of Winnipeg Parks 1893-2018

This body of text will give a brief background of the 
formation of the Winnipeg Parks Board, the ‘Parks 
Movement’ and how the need for clean, green open spaces 
was a driving force in the implementation of these original
4 parks.  Sample text includes:  In 1893 the Winnipeg 
Parks Board was formed.  As a result four parks were 
purchased  - Fort Rouge Park, Central Park, St.John’s Park 
and Victoria Park.  They were all designed in a similar style
as part of the “Parks Movement”.  Deemed the “Lungs 
of the City” these parks were hygienic places to go, away 
from the dirty streets of the industrial age.  

The second paragraph could focus on these four parks
today.  Sample text includes:  Victoria Park does not exist 
today however, Fort Rouge, Central and St.John’s Park 
all exist today and are enjoyed by residents and visitors 
of the neighbourhoods they reside in.  (148 word count, 
48pt. size text). 

ST. JOHN’S PARK est. 1893

For the interpretive panels on the sign, the first panel will have
two paragraphs of text - one consistent on all three entryway
features that wil l tell the history of the parks, the Park's
Movement and the formation of the Park's Board. The second
paragraph is specific to each park, describing the unique features
of each park with interesting facts or points of interest. All
entryway features also show a map noting the locations of all
four parks - Fort Rouge Park, Central Park, St.John's Park and
Victoria Park, as well as historical images and logos specific to
this project/and or park.

FRONT SIDE BACK

Entryway feature with annual plantings 
& solar lighting option

In its early days, Winnipeg was a pioneer in adopting a network
approach to providing parks and open space to its citizens, and the
efforts and foresight of the Parks Board have left an important legacy
for our community. The Board will celebrate its 125th anniversary in
2018 and the City will develop entry features that commemorate three
of Winnipeg's first four parks: Central Park, Fort Rouge Park, and
St.John's Park. Victor ia Park wi l l recieve new treatments to
commemorate the 1919 General Strike.

ST. JOHN'S PARK DETAIL PLAN 
1:150 NORTH

ST

2.6m

2
.4

m

2.
4m

Existing light pole

Existing deciduous trees

Annual planting bed 
600mm width 
all 3 sides

Asphalt repair

Entryway feature 
3-sided

3D RENDERING

Two locations have been proposed for the entryway feature. Option #1 is located as part of the redeveloped front entrance
to the park along Main Street. Option #2 is located further into the park as a node where four asphalt pathways meet. The
commemorative feature will be surrounded by a low annual planting bed of flowers.

2

2

1

1

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

ST.JOHN'S PARK FACTS

ST.JOHN'S PARK - NEW CONCEPT
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OPPORTUNITIES
• good sightlines from Main Street into park for safety

• accessible via public transit; bus stop near entrance of park 

• views of historical buildings 

• potential programming with places of worship

• riverbank used by community members for walking trails and
  mountain biking; future upgrades and connections to existing active
  transportation network 

• opportunity for winter activities; topography of gully for tobogganing,
  open space or river for skating rinks 

• open, sunny areas act as gathering space for unprogrammed
  activities; potential location for Healing Forest 

• Picnic in the Park event held every summer for community
  (August 19, 2017); provides opportunities for further community events 

CONSTRAINTS
• low volume of vehicle and pedestrian traffic through and around park;
  signs of drinking and vandalism in the park - unwanted activity along St.
  Cross Street 

• surface drainage an issue during spring thaw; lots of standing water in
  low spots throughout the park, riverbank and gully floods seasonally 

• portion of riverbank is fenced off; can be dangerous as people use the
  riverbank as mountain biking and walking trails

• loss of mature trees; further tree planting required to replace aging trees 

• high frequency of vandalism and alcohol consumption in park 

• spray pads already exist in a 1km radius (Machray & Norquay Parks) 

LOW
SPOT

LOW
SPOT

LOW
SPOT

LOW
SPOT

CONNECT TO EXISTING ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION TRAIL

FUTURE ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
TRAIL CONNECTION

BUS
STOP

TRAFFIC NOISE CAN BE HEARD IN PARK 

UNWANTED ACTIVITY OCCURS ALONG CEMETERY EDGE

LOSS OF 
MATURE
TREES

LAWN
BOWLING

WADING
POOL

BASKETBALL
 COURT

PLAYGROUND

MAINTENANCEVEHICLE ACCESS
DISCOURAGE LAWN 

BOWLING VEHICLE ACCESS

FOOTPATH FLOODS 

SWAMPY, DIFFICULT TO 
MOW, DRAINAGE ISSUES

PICNIC SHELTER
 NOT RENTABLE, WELL 
USED, CPTED ISSUES 

WELL USED, PAVING 
REQUIRES REPAIR OR 

REPLACEMENT,
DRAINAGE ISSUES

RIVERBANK VERY STEEP IN AREAS

NEW SHED NEEDED, 
EXISTING IN POOR CONDITION 
& CHILDREN LIKE TO CLIMB

WASTE & WATER PUMP 
HOUSE AND GATE CHAMBER

RIVERBANK VERY STEEP IN AREAS

UPGRADE TO CURRENT SAFETY 
STANDARDS, BENCHES ARE LOW, 
PEA GRAVEL NEEDS REPLACING 

OPEN UNPROGRAMMED 
SPACE

OPEN UNPROGRAMMED 
SPACE

SHED SHARED BY 
PARKS AND BOWLERS

PARK SHED, MOWER 
STORAGE, CONDITION OK

BUS
STOP

BUS
STOP

BUS
STOP

CHURCH

CHURCH

CHURCH

ADMIN.

1. WADING POOL
• IN GOOD CONDITION
• CHANGE ROOMS & WASHROOMS 
• OPEN JULY TO AUGUST, M-F ONLY 
• FRONT HALF OF BUILDING USED AS BREAK
  ROOM FOR PARK STAFF & SMALL TOOL STORAGE 
• FILL & DRAIN LINES NEED UPGRADING TO
  LARGER PIPE SIZE

PARK
ENTRY
SIGN

CONSISTORY

OF UKRAINIAN 

ORTHODOX

CHURCH OF 

CANADA

1

A

B

C

FENCED AREA NO
LONGER USED

WOODCHIP STORAGE

NORTH 100 50m5 15 20 25
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LEGEND

PROPERTY LINE 

WATER MAIN 

SEWER MAIN 

FLOOD FRINGE LINE

FLOOD LINE

CHAINLINK FENCE 

EXISTING PAVED BIKE/WALKING TRAIL 

EXISTING RIVERBANK MONKEY TRAIL

LIGHT POLES

BENCHES

PLANTING BED 

POTENTIAL HEALING FOREST LOCATION

STEEP SLOPES 

MONUMENTS & INTERPRETIVE SIGNS:

     GEN. SAM STEEL - LEGION MONUMENT 

     EDWARD LANCASTER DREWRY
     MONUMENT 

     LORD SELKIRK MONUMENT

     THOMAS SIMPSON MONUMENT 

     RED RIVER MISSION SCHOOL
     MONUMENT 

     SCOTIA - ST. CROSS HERITAGE WALK
     INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE 

BUILDINGS:

     UKRAINIAN-ORTHODOX HOLY TRINITY 

     CONSISTORY OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
     CHURCH OF CANADA 

     ST.JOHN'S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
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